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PICK A NUMBER*

Here is a way to bamboozle your friends with your powers

of clairvoyance. Ask a volunteer to pick a number between 1
and 100, to write it on a sheet of paper (to keep him honest!
and, of course, not to let you see it. Then show him the seven
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cards below in turn and, in each case, ask him to teil you |

whether his number appears on the card or not. Nothing more
is needed. You will then instantly tell him the secret number,
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Alf you have to do is to add the numbers in the top left hand .

corners of the cards on which his number appeared. For exam- |

ple, suppose the number is 55. This appears on the cards;
- whose top left hand corners are 1, 2,4, 16 and 32 and, lo and |

behold, 55 = 1 + 2 + 4 + 16 + 32,
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* Parabola learnt of this trick from FProfessor George Andrews of Pennsyivania Staie University,
who is at present a Visiting Professor at the University of New South Wales,



